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WELCOME TO
CHRIST’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST/RESERVED SACRAMENT
DECEMBER 25, 2020 – 10:00 AM
THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
OPENING HYMN

Joy to the World

BIDDING PRAYER
Fr. Brian Winter
Beloved in Christ, on this Christmas Day, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the Angles,
and in heart and mind to go to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Christ Child lying in a
manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion until the
glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against
him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child
Jesus, and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of
the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in Castle Rock.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry
and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and
unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen!

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the
citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a
pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
LESSON I.

The Prophet Foretells the Coming of the Savior

Isaiah 9:2,6-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
HYMN

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

LESSON II.
The Angel Gabriel Salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary
Luke 1:26-35,38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can
this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God." Then
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed
from her.

HYMN

Be Born in Me
Amanda Shell, soloist

Hermes and Nordeman

LESSON III.
St Luke Tells of the Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1, 3–7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
HYMN

Silent Night
Musicmakers Virtual Quartet

Franz Gruber

LESSON IV.
The Shepherds Go to the Manger
Luke 2:8-16
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
HYMN

Angels We Have Heard on High

CHRISTMAS HOMILY
THE CONFESSION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Leader and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Father Brian Winter
BCP 360

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

THE OFFERTORY

What Child is This?
Sharon Dwinnell, soloist

Traditional

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1

Donations may be made online on our website. via the GivePlus App, or by mail to
Christ’s Episcopal Church, 615 4th St., Castle Rock, CO 80104
THE HOLY COMMUNION

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

BCP 361

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us;
who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
THE SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon
the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Celebrant

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth,
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespassed against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant:

People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Please open your Communion cups at this time and receive Communion from the Reserved Sacrament
which was Consecrated at a special service December 22nd at Christ’s Episcopal Church

COMMUNION SONG

Coventry Carol
Kathy Mordeaux, piano

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

arr. Thomas Fettke
BCP 366

Celebrant and People

Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
THE FINAL BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant
Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of The Risen Christ.
People
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.
POSTLUDE
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