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Winter
Words
A note from our rector
See how active the Holy
Spirit is among us.
As I write this update, I’m looking out my hotel
room window in downtown Baltimore while in
quarantine after testing positive for Covid on the
last day of General Convention. I am thankful for
everyone’s prayers, and thankful I was fully vaccinated and boosted before coming here. The symptoms have been very light so far. When I complete
my five days of isolation, if I no longer have a
fever, I’ll be flying home.
In this 11th issue of Alive!, I’ll share much more
about the 80th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, but the issue also contains so, so much
insight into life and ministry at Christ’s Episcopal
Church. With youth mission trips, Vacation Bible
School, anniversaries, ordinations, confirmations

Fr. Brian Winter

and more, one could get lost in all that’s going on!
I hope you take the time not only to read all the
articles, but also to step back from the words and
pictures and embrace all that the Holy Spirit is doing within and, more importantly, outside the
walls of our church.
The Holy Spirit is alive and well, even as we
continue to struggle our way through Covid, for
two and a half years now.
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The Holy Spirit is alive and well as we walk
with and grieve with members who have lost
loved ones.
The Holy Spirit is alive and well as our country struggles with so much violence and division
— and still we come together in prayer and to
receive Communion together, not as people of
one mind, but as people of one Body in Christ!
The Holy Spirit is alive and well as we look
at our neighbors and ask how we can better
walk with and support them.
The Holy Spirit is alive and well as people
give their time, talent, and treasure, over and
over again, to help in so many different ways.
As you read this issue of the aptly named
“Alive!” magazine, I hope you see how alive
and active the Holy Spirit is in this place —
and I hope and pray you can see that same

Quarantined with the Holy Spirit in Baltimore

Spirit alive and well in your life today. In hard
times and joyous times, in good health and bad,

Alive! is an online magazine published seasonally by Christ’s
Episcopal Church in Castle Rock, CO.

the Holy Spirit walks with us, holding us up and
pushing us forward as a church and as individu-

Fr. Brian Winter, editor in chief
Steve L’Esperance, managing editor
Bob Neuwoehner, copyediting and layout
Michael Likens, graphic design

als. Come Holy Spirit, come, be amongst us and
guide us this day and always.
It is an honor and privilege to walk with you

Christ’s Episcopal Church
615 Fourth Street
Castle Rock, CO 80104
303-688-5185
www.ChristsEpiscopalChurch.org

all on this journey!
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What a Ride!

My “rollercoaster path” to ordination
By the Reverend Kris Lewis, Deacon
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There is a social media meme that shows an
adolescent girl grinning ecstatically while seated
on a rollercoaster ride. She is holding the hand
of a younger child who looks terrified and not at
all enthused about the upcoming stomachchurning ride with its unexpected curves, sudden drops, and wildly changing speeds. On the
meme there is an arrow pointing to the young
girl labeling her as “the Holy Spirit.”
At times in life, I see myself as that terrified
youngster and I am not always amused with the
joy-filled fun the Holy Spirit seems to have disrupting my well-planned “safe” path. In fact, I
thoroughly embraced my servant ministry in

non-profit work, moving up the ladder to executive director/CEO. My goal was to serve the
marginalized from the background in administrative roles that allowed my introverted self to
work behind the scenes — and to worship from
the back pew, ducking out of church right after
the dismissal!
I like to think the Holy Spirit allowed me
that period of self-indulgence, knowing I needed
time to ease on to a different servant path. Once
I had a clue the Spirit had something else in
store for me, I sometimes ran, sometimes sauntered, and very deliberately avoided the Holy
Spirit’s call to ordained ministry — until I quietly listened and answered.
I learned the quieter I
became, the louder the
call, the deeper the conversations, the more calming the path to ordination
became. I learned to simply be, and to be led, and
to embrace the wonder
and newness of life. Very
comforting, healing and
endearing inner spiritual
conversations occurred
during silent retreats.
There were human
voices supporting the call
as well. Several people
throughout my life asked
when I was going to seminary, or when would I consider being ordained. Then
a sassy and loving Episcopal deacon, known lovingly as the “dancing deacon”
by many at Christ’s EpisDeacon Maria Denton and Deacon Kris Lewis celebrate Kris’ ordination.
copal Church in Castle
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Deacon Kris shares her joy with her daughter, son, and brother after being ordained to the Sacred Order of the Diaconate at St. John’s Cathedral on June 4th.

Rock (aka Deacon Maria Denton) asked, “When
are you getting off the pot? You have been discerning this call for years. Get moving.” So naturally, I second guessed her and the Spirit, and
spoke with a few others and finally I answered
the call and met with Father Brian Winter. We
discussed the discernment process and how to
move forward. Leaving that meeting with a feeling of joy and certainty, I answered the call with
a confident “Hear I am Lord, if you will lead
me.”
The rest is history. Members of my discernment committee walked a journey of 18

months in prayer, administrative work, encouragement, and enlightenment. We all grew so
much in our relationship with God and one another through the process that we really did not
want our monthly gatherings to end. Indeed, we
would still be discerning, if Father Brian had not
decided we needed a nudge to wrap the process
up. His kindly and humorous comment was
along the lines that if I ever wanted to be ordained, we needed to move to the next step now.
The vestry submitted paperwork to the diocese
for me to be considered for the Bishops Advisory Committee on Ministry (BACOM), a three8

day intensive interview process through which a
number of ordained and lay ministers and the
bishop get to know me. I then engaged in a yearlong intensive study program that included the
diakonia (the Greek term for “ministry,” “service,” or “support”), theology, ethics, the history
of Christianity and the church, scripture, and
liturgical practices. I also met with the diocesan
Standing Committee, where I had the opportunity to speak with Father Jeremiah Williamson
of Grace and St. Stephens, Colorado Springs.
Then, my academic papers were reviewed by the
Commission on Ministry led by Father Joseph

Wolyniak of Christ Church, Denver. When all
the i’s were dotted and the t’s crossed, when all
the people involved consented — and with the
Holy Spirit probably giggling the entire time — I
was ordained to the Diaconate on June 4th by
Bishop Kym Lucas and assigned to serve for the
next three years at Grace and St. Stephens in
Colorado Springs. Now all that remains is
whatever the Spirit has in store for me. Fortunately, she will be holding my hand and laughing while I wonder what new rollercoaster ride I
have buckled myself into.

Before the start of the service, Kris gathers outside the Cathedral with her Christ’s Church friends, who presented her to
the bishop as a candidate for ordination.
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COMMUNITY NOTES

Realm: Our New Online Community
We are very excited to have launched Realm, our
new online community at Christ’s Episcopal Church.
Invitations were emailed to members of the parish
on June 16th. If you did not receive your invitation,
please contact the office at office@christsepiscopalchurch.org
Why switch to an online
platform like Realm? One of
the greatest benefits of this
tool is that everything is consolidated in one place, including the church directory, organizational tools for groups
and ministries, the event calendar, registration for events,
email communications, online
giving and giving statements,
etc.
The platform also allows
us to use the Realm Connect
app, which you can download
from the app store on your
smart phone. Realm Connect allows you to get on to
the platform from anywhere using your mobile
phone. In addition, several other parishes, and The
Episcopal Church in Colorado use Realm.
Another exciting feature of Realm is the functionality it provides for groups and events. Once
group members have logged into Realm and are set
up in their respective groups, they will be able to
manage their events from their computer or the

Realm App. This means you can use Realm to RSVP
to the next event and let others know what you will
bring.
The Realm team is currently in the process of
setting up the groups and ministries at Christ’s

Church. Once that process is complete, group leaders will be trained on how to use the tool and add
their members. In September, we will send Realm
invitations out to the parishioners who have not yet
signed up for Realm. This will coincide with the annual Stewardship campaign. We are hoping to get
everyone in our community as engaged as possible,
so be on the lookout!
— Jill St. John
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Vacation
Bible
School
2022
a

success
By
Kimberley
Hubbs

From June 20th through the 24th, Christ’s
Episcopal Church hosted its first Vacation
Bible School (VBS) since before the pandemic.
I am excited to report that a team of over a
dozen adults and ten youth from our parish

family hosted 34 children for “Monumental,
Celebrating God’s Greatness.”
The children who attended built new
friendships — and the relationships of our staff
grew stronger and closer, as well. And with
11

almost half the children coming from outside of
the parish family, we were reminded that reaching out to the community and welcoming new
friends here to Christ’s Church is always a wonderful benefit of summer VBS programs.
Each VBS camper enjoyed five
mornings of fun and love, in activities
ranging from songs, skits, and reflections to Bible Adventures, games, discovery times, and snacks. Each day of
the week had a Bible point the children learned through games, stories,
and discovery time:

children. I am sure we are all still singing “our
God is an awesome God; he reins in Heaven
above,” and will be for weeks to come. For truly
our God is awesome and God’s love is alive and
well here at Christ’s Church!

• Monday’s Bible point was “God
loves you no matter what.”
• Tuesday’s was “God is with you
everywhere.”

ABOVE: Outdoor games including water games were a
big hit with children of all ages.

• Wednesday’s was “God is in
charge.”

BELOW: Everyone Is surprised, when water is tossed on
them as they hear about white water rafting as part of
the Monumental VBS theme.

• Thursday’s was “God is stronger than
anything.”
• Friday’s was “God is surprising.”
VBS is a “magic ministry,” because it brings
a congregation together in new, fun, and creative ways. I am so grateful for the love and
support we all enjoyed during our week together! I am grateful to all those who joined the
Monumental adventure as Adult Adventure
Guides and Youth Camper Guides, and to all the
families that brought their children every day to
spend the mornings with us. So many wonderful
hands were at work in the planning, decorating,
preparing, serving, sharing, playing, singing,
and loving of the week. While everyone is always tired at the end of VBS, we all left with a
wonderful sense of community and joy as we
shared the final song and our smiles with the
12

ABOVE: Shari Kissane, Lesley Siroky,
and Edith Wilkin (l-r) prepare for creative snack times.
ABOVE RIGHT: children watched
videos as part of the program.
RIGHT: Children get some outside time
having fun with a parachute and beach
balls outside the chapel.
BELOW: Adult and youth leaders gather with the kids on the Monumental
“set” for a VBS 2022 “class photo.”

COMMUNITY NOTES

Thank You, Kathy, for 30 Wonderful Years
On Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, we had a great celebration to mark and honor the
30th anniversary of Kathy Mordeaux’s music ministry at Christ’s Episcopal Church.
Her ministry here is priceless, and we appreciate all she continues to do for us! Thank
you, Kathy, for your presence and ministry at Christ’s Church!
“I am grateful to have had the opportunity to serve here. I love what I
do, as music continues to connect me to
the sacred in unique ways, just as it has
since I first remember hearing it. I feel
blessed to be able to share that connection with others. It feels important to
say that it has truly been a team effort
involving lots of people, including choir
members, instrumental musicians,
liturgy committees, office personnel,
clergy, congregation, teachers, consultants, and family. I am grateful to all of
them. Soli Deo Gloria. Thanks.”
— Kathy
14

Growing & Giving

Garden

By Kay Finlaw

“Plants need people to fulfill their purpose, even
as people need plants to use and enjoy.”

Several new gardeners are working with us
on Wednesdays this year, after the 8:00 am service and on some Saturdays. We welcome new

In Contemplative Gardening, Episcopal priest
Pamela Dolan writes about
gardening in her church garden and how she feels connected not only to the plants
in the garden as she sees them
grow, but also to other plants
and to everyone else in the
“great web of creation.” She
writes, “The care and tending
of the garden began shaping
me into a person who wants to
care and tend to others and
the earth.” She cites the liturgy
for the newly baptized with these
words: “We receive you into the household of
God.” She says that members of a household not
only care for each other, but also for the place
where they live.
The problems of our country and our planet
can seem so overwhelming, but this garden is
one thing we can do here and now to take care
of each other and where we live.

Prayers being read during the “Blessing of the Garden.”

new gardeners, regardless of your level of experience … we are all learning! While it feels like a
spiritual, somewhat meditative practice to work
in a garden growing fresh vegetables for people
who need food, anyone will tell you that it’s also
a lot of fun. When the seeds sprout, it feels like a
miracle, and when the vegetables form, it is so
exciting!
Last year we donated food every week
to residents of the Oakwood Senior
Apartments and to the food bank at the
Help and Hope Center. This year’s first
donation to Oakwood, which we made
on July 13, was snow peas and herbs,
and we expect to be able to donate weekly until the end of summer. Additional
vegetables were given to parishioners on
Sunday during coffee hour.
Our goal is to create a sacred space
where we can work together to honor
this lovely piece of earth we have inherited. Like the chapel, the garden has a
history, and we wish to be good caretakers by preserving and contributing to it.
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Photos

UPPER LEFT: Whit Greene (left) and Rob
Koltiska cook burgers at our June BBQ.
LEFT & ABOVE: More than 100 parishioners came together to reconnect, enjoy
each other’s company, eat and relax. A
huge thanks to the cooks — who served
up smoked ribs, brisket and much more —
and to all who put the event together. It
led to a series of popular neighborhood
gatherings this summer, which have been
great ways to get to know neighbors who
are also members of Christ’s Church.
LOWER LEFT: Members of the Daughters
of the King enjoy the great outdoors in
the backyard of the Tyler’s home, where
they gathered in July tp enjoy a High Tea
— with hats and all. The event was a fun
get-together and a chance for these DOK
members to catch up and celebrate.
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THIS PAGE: This spring, we built a wonderful patio outside the church office in memory of long-time member and parish administrator Arlene Armata. A huge thank you to
all who donated to this project in her memory, this outdoor space will be and has already been used by many groups and individuals. Outdoor spaces are precious in
Colorado, and we look forward to many years of use with this space.
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“In the name of our loving,
liberating, and life-giving God!”

Thoughts on the 80th
General Convention
By Fr. Brian Winter
20

Every General Convention of the Episcopal
sion, however, I knew exactly why we were
Church seems to have its own flare, focus, and
there: to share the Good News and to walk with
fanfare. The 80th
General Convention
was no different. It
came a year later
than planned, having been delayed because of the COVID19 pandemic. It was
only four days long
instead of the usual
eight to ten days.
Attendees had to
test for Covid each
morning in their hotel rooms — and
wear masks during
every session. Then,
I tested positive on
the last morning of
Convention.
ABOVE: Delegates to the House of Deputies gather in the
Oh yes, I will
Baltimore Convention Center for the 80th General Convenremember the 80th
tion of The Episcopal Church.
General Convention
RIGHT: The youngest one on the floor of General Convenfor a while. My
tion was our own Finnegan, son of Erika and Brother Scott
memories, however,
Michael Pomerenk from Colorado
will be focused
much more on what
happened inside the General Convention and
our siblings in Christ and in the world.
our legislative sessions, than on catching Covid.
The Racial Justice and Reconciliation ComAs we gathered Friday afternoon, July 8th,
mittee presented multiple resolutions, including
for our second session, with all the precautions
one that will extend the work and funding of the
and health concerns, and some technical diffiBeloved Community (Resolution A125), to enculties during the morning, I began to wonder
sure there is a place for all and that everyone is
why we were all there. I must admit, I wondered
welcome at the table in our church. The comthe same at other General Conventions, what
mittee’s report, contained in The Blue Book
with resolutions that answered questions I don’t
2021, is powerful and a must read.
think many in the church were asking. By the
The Committee has changed its name to, “A
time we walked to dinner after that second sesWorking Group on Truth Telling, Reckoning
21

Listening to our Indigenous siblings in Christ share stories, some of family members and
some first person accounts, of the terrors of Indian Schools so many were relocated to.

and Healing.” Hearing and passing Resolution
A127 on truth-telling about the Episcopal
Church’s history with indigenous boarding
schools, we heard from so many that the president of the House of Deputies extended the time
allotted to allow us to hear more stories. She
called it “holy listening,” which it was indeed.
Our indigenous siblings in Christ shared the
horrors of those schools — one sharing a firstperson account, others sharing stories of their

parents, grandparents, or other ancestors. Some
were abused, all had to cut their long hair
(which was sacred in most indigenous cultures)
and were given new “American” names. Many —
far too many — died, a long way from home,
stripped of their heritage and sacred traditions.
As a Church, we will study our part in this. It is
far past time to find and share the truth. As
John 8:31-32 says, “The truth shall set you free.”
It might be painful, it might be hard, but it is
22

good and needed work.
Resolutions 125 and 127, and all the resolutions presented at the Convention, can be found
here:
www.GeneralConvention.org/resolutions
We as a Church are about changing lives.
Sometimes that comes with instant gratification
as we feed the hungry and advocate for someone’s rights. Other times lives are changed by
digging through our past. As a Church we have a
lot of that to do. It’s hard work, and important,
as we walk with all those whom, in the past and
right now, we have treated as Christ himself.
Hundreds of other resolutions were passed,
some on broadening our understanding of the

Book of Common Prayer to more than what is in
the front and back covers of the printed book,
others dealing with church structure, for example, giving area mission districts, like The Episcopal Church in Navajoland, more say in the
calling of their own bishops, and many others
on Christian formation and congregational vitality. All of this, including videos of some
amazing sermons, can be found at: https://
www.generalconvention.org
On a lighter note, after our night session on
Saturday, we had the treat of watching the last
two innings of the Orioles game from the outside deck of our hotel, which overlooks Camden
Yards, as well as a wonderful fireworks display.
The Orioles won the game in the bottom of the
9th with two outs. I took the fireworks as a win
for General Convention.
The deputation from Colorado had time to
eat together and share. But, I was only able to
catch up with two members of my seminary
graduating class. Usually there are big dinners,
with all from each seminary gathering, but unfortunately with Covid, those were eliminated.

ABOVE: Fireworks
from Camden Yard as
seen from the deck
of the hotel after the
Baltimore Oriels won.
RIGHT: A quick lunch
and discussion with
Bishop Lucas and the
deputation in the
hotel lobby area.
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We also had lunches with Bishop Kym to share
and hear about what was going on in the House
of Bishops, and to pray for the Convention and
the Church.
As I watched from quarantine in my hotel room,
the Convention closed on Monday afternoon,
and the president of the House of Deputies gave
her final address. Her replacement, elected earlier in Convention, is the first woman of color
and the first Latina to lead the House of
Deputies. We were asked to write a short reflection to share with the whole diocese, I will close
with what I wrote:

Our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, starts
out his sermons with the words, “In the name of
our loving, liberating, and life-giving God.” I
have started using that as well, and in these last
four days, I have come to realize that these are
much more than a few words.
The Episcopal Church embraces and truly
lives out these words. This 80th General Convention has been one filled with love, focused on
liberating people of color, our indigenous siblings and so many more, and has been life giving
for all of God’s people.
This Convention has been challenging for

The Colorado Deputation for the 80th General Convention stand together on the floor during one of the breaks.
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sure, but so worth the time, energy, and sacrifice. I have been honored to serve this church
and represent Colorado. This deputation is remarkable, and this church is truly one that is
loving, liberating and life-giving. I invite you to

find your ways of liberating God’s people who
are still bound in many ways, to love your
neighbor, and to live, pray, and act in ways that
are life giving.

ABOVE LEFT: The welcome packet for General
Convention – which included doodle pads, crayons,
a pen and Covid Tests kits for every morning of
General Convention.
ABOVE RIGHT: One of many signs at the General
Convention reminding folks to keep those masks on.
LEFT: Isolation — Fr. Brian was forced to watch the
closing session of the General Convention from his
hotel room after testing Positive the morning of the
last day … and then he had to stay five days in isolation in the hotel before flying home.
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Thoughts from our Newly
Confirmed and Received
At St. John’s Cathedral in
Denver, on May 7, 2022,
Christ’s Episcopal Church
had 15 people confirmed and/
or received into the Episcopal
Church. Here are some
thoughts from a few of the
newly confirmed/received:
What did getting confirmed/
received mean to you?
“I was not only renewing my

baptismal vows, but it was a
reminder that I'm part of
such a caring community of
people.”
“I not only renewed my baptismal vows, I also was reminded that I’m part of a
community of such caring
people.”
“It meant to me knowing
more about God and having
Lesley Siroky kneels before Bishop Christopher Epting
(retired from the Diocese of Iowa) as she is received into the
Episcopal Church during the High Plains Regional
Confirmation at St. John’s Cathedral. Bishop Epting was
standing in for Bishop Lucas, who was out with Covid-19.
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my choice to do this. Allowing
my choice in faith is chosen
by me and only me.”

All those confirmed or received from Christ’s Church stand with Bishop
Christopher Epting and Fr. Brian after the service at St. John’s Cathedral.

What impact or difference do you hope
that it will make in your life?

Please join all of us in the Christ’s Church

“I hope to grow closer to God and to get a

tant commitment from our brothers and

better understanding of what my rela-

sisters in Christ:

community as we celebrate this impor-

tionship with God means”

Christ’s Church – Newly Confirmed

“I want to continue my spiritual path in

Ben Hoskins
Ginny Hoskins
Travis Barrons
Greg Ochs
Jessica Ochs
Clint Shoemaker

the Episcopal faith and be able to continue to connect with God on a deeper
level.”
“I hope it will allow me to see the impact

Justin Rivero
Grant Siroky
Alexandra Siroky
Jackson St. John
Aspen Lamb

Christ’s Church – Newly Received

of God more around me and have myself

Kyle Boeglin
Mike Boeglin
Lesley Siroky
Zorianna Nicholas

try and look for it more and listen to him
more. I hope I can find ways to help God
in my own way through my life.”
27

Easter

2022

Youth Mission Trip
Rapid City, SD, June 2022
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By Kimberley Hubbs

Nine youth and five adults from Christ’s
Episcopal Church spent a week in Rapid City,
SD participating in the first Young Episcopalians in Service Colorado (YES CO) mission
trip since 2019. We were excited to get back
out into the mission field with such a great
group from Christ’s Church. Our group was
part of a larger group gathered from the dio-

cese, which included twenty-eight youth and
eleven adults from five churches. This was one
of the strongest groups of youth and adults
YES CO has put together for a trip — and it was
amazing!
These five groups came together for a week
to become one community of Episcopalians
sharing space and time together to build

ABOVE: Youth and adults from Christ’s
Church and four other Episcopal
churches in Colorado pose for a photo after the closing BBQ of the Mission trip in Rapid City, South Dakota.

RIGHT: The group from Christ’s
Church, shown here outside our host
church in Rapid City, was a great
group to work with. Thank you all.
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RIGHT: Youth bag potatoes
for families to pick up,
breaking down large bags
of produce into smaller family bags at Feeding South
Dakota, one of many organizations helped through
the mission trip.
BELOW: Emma Lamb (left)
and Hayden Hubbs show off
the fruits of their ministry:
onions bagged to share
with those in need.

teams for the worksites. The team-building
began the first night, right after everyone
arrived. It is always fun to watch everyone,
youth and adults alike, bond in new and unexpected ways. We learned so much about
meeting people where they are, sharing new
and fun experiences, and learning patience
as we worked and got to know one another.
The youth from Christ’s Church had a great
sense of self and community as they bonded
with their work teams.
Working with the mission company,
YouthWorks, we partnered with organizations throughout Rapid City to do all kinds
of service work. Some of the organizations
we worked for were Feeding South Dakota,
Habitat Restore, Rapid City Fair Grounds,
Suncatcher Riding, the Hope Center, and the
Crisis Intervention Center. Youth and adults
worked together to support the local worksites

relationships with one another and the people
we served. One of the first things we focused on
was bringing the youth together into teams to
build new friendships while creating strong
32

through cleaning, organizing, landscaping, preparing food deliveries, and more. We learned
that, when you offer yourself to serve others,
you may not understand the value of all the
work you do, but you can enjoy and find value in
the time you spend by completing the tasks

asked of you. Each worksite offered some
glimpse into a larger picture of how our work
was helpful to others. One day of work at Habitat Restore ended with the supervisor detailing
how our work helped to build homes for those
working toward home ownership. Another day,

Youth move items into a truck as they help a family donate furniture to Love
INC, one of many organizations the mission trip helped over the week.
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the Crisis Center, left the group feeling hopeful
for the women and children who call this center
home while they transition to a safer place.
Among the challenges of mission trips is the
endurance and tolerance it takes to spend a
week living and working in close quarters with a
large group, some you know and some you are

just meeting. Along with some of the discomfort
of this environment is the challenge of getting
thirty-nine distinct personalities to gel for a
week.
Serving together, while not sleeping well and
rising to the challenges of the rigorous daily
schedule of work, fellowship and formation,

BELOW: Susan Baird (right) speaks while
other youth listen as they share their experiences of the mission trip with the church on
the Sunday after their return.

ABOVE: Fr. Brian and others from his work
group explore an old gold mine they on the
property of Storm Mountain church camp they
volunteered at.
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make mission trips powerful growth experiences. The patience and resilience of both youth
and adults can be put to the test during such a
trip, but the youth from Christ’s Church rose to
the occasion, making new friends, bonding with
their teammates, and keeping up with the rigors
of the trip.
It was great to get back into the mission field, and it was even greater to
have such a wonderful, strong group

of youth and adults from Christ’s Church. If you
were present to listen to the stories they shared
on Sunday, June 12, you definitely heard some
of these experiences. If you missed that Sunday,
I encourage you to check out the presentation
on YouTube.

Even with a rigorous daily schedule of
hard work, there was still time to have
some fun on this mission trip.
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Our Oakwood Ministry
Serving the Needs of a Vibrant and Dynamic Community

Oakwood Senior Housing completed construction on their expansion and renewal
project in December, 2021, and in January,
2022, residents began moving into the apartments in the new three-story building (Oakwood Two) and the refurbished units in the
original building (Oakwood One). Both build-

ings are now completely full, housing approximately 115 residents.
Christ’s Episcopal Church continues to offer
residents meals, coffee and donuts, and other
events throughout the year. The Daughters of
the King made a soup delivery in March and
have another visit planned for October, which
36

will include Halloween cookies.
Birthday parties in the community center have become regular
events.
According to the property
manager at Oakwood, other
groups have discovered the community, with one in particular
providing iPads and Echo Dot
smart speakers to residents.
Oakwood now has an activities
director, and more residents are
stepping up to be in charge of activities being offered to their fellow residents. Two grants awarded to Oakwood provided free

lunches to residents during the
summer months. Because a new
community garden filled up very
quickly this year, the community
plans to add more planting beds
next year. There is a nice walking
path with benches, to which more
benches will be added in the coming
months. The fitness room on the
second floor of the new building is
very popular, as is the deck on the
third floor.
Volunteering at Oakwood is open
to all members of Christ’s Church,
and is a great way for high school
students to complete their volunteer
service hours. Please look for opportunities to help out at Oakwood during the coming months!
— Mary Brooks
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COMMUNITY NOTES

New Prayer Ministry to Roll Out This Fall
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your request to God.” —Philippians 4:6-7

• Prayer ministers will be recruited from Daughters of the King and the entire parish, welcoming
anyone who would like to be involved.
• Prayer requests can be anonymous or not —
you decide. You can also decide whether to include
them in our Sunday Prayers of the People.
• Prayers will reset after one month, unless requested otherwise.

Prayer Ministry Purpose: To lift our brothers and
sisters up in prayer when requested. This ministry
will coordinate with existing ministries within the
church that may overlap in scope. Prayer requests
are treated confidentially.

We invite you to participate in this new ministry
as a prayer minister or by requesting prayers (or
both). Together with the Holy Spirit, we will lift one
another other up in times of need and give thanks
for unexpected special blessings.

Praying at Christ’s Episcopal Church is nothing
new. In addition to our weekly liturgical prayers, our
parish includes a number of formal and informal
small prayer groups. During its strategic planning
work, the vestry decided we should “kick it up a
notch” by inviting prayer requests more broadly
from members of our church.
In a collaborative effort between
the Daughters of the King, Congregation Cares, and Fellowship a new
prayer effort has been developed
that we are excited to begin in the
fall of 2022. Some of the hallmarks
of this program include:

— Lesley Siroky, Edith Wilkin, Bill Lee

• Prayer Request forms will be
available for anyone to use, and a
prayer request box in the narthex
to collect the requests. (See below.)
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Christ’s Church members participate in the
High Plains Regional Confirmation service
at St. John’s Cathedral. Bishop Epting of
Iowa, retired, officiated for Bishop Lucas,
who was in Covid-19 isolation.

